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I have just completed an hour long meeting with President Thieu 

r 

and Ambassador Bunker in the Presidents Palace, Below are the 

♦ 

highlights of our discussion. Ambassador Bunker and I carefully 

* 

i 

•> 

reviewed what we hoped to cover prior to the meeting. We decided j 

not to press hard on what ARMN operations after June 30 should entail 

t 

since Thieu is scheduled to meet again this evening with Ambassador 
Bunker and General Abrams to discuss this topic in light of recent 
Washington guidance. 

1. I opened discussion with strong affirmation of continuing 
Presidential support for Thieu and conveyed President Nixon's admira- 
tion and respect for ARVN'b performance in recent weeks. Ambassador 
Bunker informs me that some of Thieu 1 s advisors had suggested to 
Thieu that the U. S. was behind some of his recent domestic difficulties 
both from the Vietnamese students and in the economic area. For this 
reason I emphasized strenuously President Nixon's great personal 
confidence in President Thieu. 

2. President Thieu then turned to the question of the June 30 
deadline for the withdrawal of U. S. units. Although he did not 
specifically comment to this effect there was some evidence in his tone 
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and language that he did not favor the public announcement of this 
limitation and was hoping for some additional U. S. flexibility beyond 
the termination date. I confirmed that U. S. forces would in fact be 
withdrawn from Cambodia by June 30 but went on to point out that my 
extensive survey of the Third Corps area yesterday convinced me 
that given all the factors of weather, extent of coverage in the 
sanctuaries, growing enemy activity, conditions in South Viet-Nam, 
etc. , U. S. forces will have largely obtained maximum benefit from 
their operations in Cambodia before the terminal date. Thieu seemed 


to acc 


ept this logic thought I suspect his real problem is 


not date itself 


but fact that we 


had publicly committed ourselves to it thus weakening 




deterrent effect on enemy - 

. . A „ own his view of future operations in 

3. Thieu then raised on nis own m 

Cambodia by ARVN. He cited following criteria: 

a. GVN does not intend permanently to remain in C 

'to help Vietnamization and assist Cambodians, not take 




purpose 


over their battle or their territory. 

b. GVN does hope to clean out all known caches and would remain 

longer (or return if intelligence suggest others exist) if required to do 


so. 


, i-m mvcfcrt South Vietnamese residing 

GVN must do what it can to protect bourn 


in Cambodia. 
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d. GVN will continue to keep Mekong open to Phnom Peng but 
this, at least for present, does not appear to require strong military- 
presence on river. 

e. GVN will provide material support to Lon Nol government 
the full extent of which has not been decided upon. 

f. GVN hopes to work out arrangement with Cambodian govern- 
ment to permit limited cross border operations to prevent enemy 
from rebuilding bases, to preclude movement of forces across border 

from Cambodia or conversely to preclude enemy from strengthening 

* 

his posture in Cambodia “ ^ 



forces under his control now in South 


Viet-Nam. Thieu believes latter increasingly likely to occur. 

g. Finally, GVN must retain its flexibility on steps to be taken 
in the event of a serious emergency in Cambodia such as an attack on 
Phnom Penh and a request for direct assistance from the Cambodian 
government. (I believe this is of course the sixty four dollar question 
and the one which poses the most serious implications for the U. S. 


We must i 


consider our posture in the event this occurs on 


a most urgent basis - Ambassador Bunker has been asked this question 


and will give me Embassy Saigon 1 s views, 1 


. Until a firm 


U. S. position is developed however, 1 believe Thieu's position is 
exactly correct both in the public and private vein. I also believe it 
is essential that U. S. spokesman take a similarly ambiguous and 
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• To rlo <± herwise will merely invite 

somewhat threatening position. To do ct nerwi 

a decision by the enemy to take Phnom Penh. I also believe time 
has come to again muzzle our Washington spokesman who never 
cease* to give comfort to the enemy and concern to our allies by what is 
now becoming an almost obsessed preoccupation with publicly circum- 
scribing limitations on future U. S. and even GVN operations against 

the enemy in Cambodia. ) 

Thieu then turned to the broad outlines of his current strategy 

for the war post June 30. Without my urging and apparently as a 

ated the following priorities: 


re 


suit of his own assessments he enumer 


of the situation in both 


1. Initiate immediately an urgent review 
Cambodia and South Vi.t-Nam in the light of the Cambodian operations. 

.(fort in the post June 30 period ^Pacification 


2. Place maximum e 
especially in the III and IV Corps areas in order to exploit the results 

of the Cambodian success. Thieu stated ARVN forces must largely 

to SVN to destroy the enemy forces remaining in SVN and 

, • i. oarification program which will now 

assist with a new and intensified paciticati P 


return 


be launched. 

. on control of the borders for reasons 

3. Place new emphasis on com 

, oonnirrentlv place maximum effort against enemy 
outlined earlier and concurrent y p 

, Hown the Ho Chi Minh trail in the 

infiltration of both men and supp 

Cambodian border with II Corps. 


border areas and especially along 
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(I told President Thieu that his strategy coincided completely with 
that of President Nixon and that he could expect that there would 
be no problems in obtaining complete U. S. cooperation in and 

support for these priorities. ) 

Thieu then proceeded to recount the advantages obtained from 
our operations in Cambodia. He emphasized that while the material 
damage to the enemy was great, that the enemy killed and captured 
also helped, that the* a^f\benefit came from the fact; that the enemy 
was now deprived of the security and freedom of movement he has 
previously enjoyed in Cambodia. This he sees as the key benefit 
among many. Thieu referred to Cambodia not North Viet-Nam as 
the enemy's actual communications zone and recounted with pleasure 


that recent operations have changed the whole picture. 

I then mentioned to President Thieu the attitude I had found in 
Phnom Penh emphasizing a growing self-consciousness on the part 
of the Cambodians as to the difference in power between ARVN and 
Cambodian forces. I also recalled evidence of some growing concern 
about Vietnamese intentions in Cambodia and briefly mentioned the 
difficulties which excess destruction such as the Chup air strikes, 
thoughtless public statements or poor troop conduct could pose. This 
issue I stated is the only one on the horizon which could be exploited 
by the enemy to alienate the Cambodian people from the central 
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government. Thieu agreed completely and assured us that he has 
taken steps to be sure that the JGS and General Vien assume greater 
control over actions by South Vietnamese troops and careless re- 
marks by commanders. Thieu was very conscious of this problem 
and stated he had already issued instructions to impose stronger control 
of operations in Cambodia under JGS at expense of Corps Commanders 
who should not make policy for him. He hopes to establish imme- 
diately a liaison group between JGS and Cambodians to improve 
communications and exercise greater control. He pointed out quite 
correctly however, that main problem is that since Phnom Penh lacks 
communication with its forces^the facts are best known at corps level 
and below, thus his Corps Commanders get facts first and tend to 


act on them including public statements. 

Thieu suggested that we consider on an urgent basis p-^evidmg 


some means fi 


■whmg communications for the Cambodians which 


will enable them to control their own forces and know what is going 
on on the battlefield. He also expressed great concern for the 
tactical and strategic incompetence of the Cambodian military and 
their tendency to rush forces to and fro without full knowledge of the 
situation. He emphasized that a senior U. S. military advisor is badly 
needed to help in Phnom Penh. He also stated advisors are needed 


across the board to help at every level. I told him the U. S. could 
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not help with the latter but was considering sending an advisor. I 
have heard nothing further on Ladd and trust this matter is proceed- 
ing apace. 

I mentioned to President Thieu the great assistance the Khmer s 
from SVN had been to the Cambodians and their desire to obtain 
further support of this type from both SVN and Thailand. He agreed 
this would be possible but insisted in SVN it must be done in a care- 
ful organized way and not in a precipitous manner which would strip 
his RF/PF capabilities or disrupt his own recruiting base. 

At conclusion of meeting we discussed enemy's intentions in 

Cambodia. I told President Thieu that Cambodians believed NVA/VC 
were moving to occupy all of Cambodia then even planning to move 

north to hit Thailand's underbelly. Thieu agreed with my assessment 

that Hanoi was too weak to undertake such jafa operations at least for 

now, but rather was hoping to topple Lon Nol quickly and cheaply 

wished^above alLto secure a revamped logistical structure to carry 

on the conflict in South Viet-Nam. For this reason Thieu believed the 

answer rested with the will of the Cambodian people to resist the 

NVA/VC highpoint until their forces can be rebuilt on a sounder 

footing. 

In sum, meeting was most cordial and constructive. Thieu 
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attitude on future operations in Cambodia perfectly consistent with 
U. S. guidelines as are his plans for future operations across the 
board. It is evident, however, he is as confused as are Embassy 
and MAC V and perhaps Washington on what GVN and U. S. should do 
in the event NVA/VC forces continue all out attack on Phnom Penh 
and Cambodians urgently request help. This is issue of gravest 
consequence that may soon develop with varying shades of ambiguity. 

It should be receiving primary attention there to include congressional 

consultation in my view. 

I am postponing my visit to IV Corps today to meet with General 
Abrams and Ambassador Bunker this afternoon. Court and party will 
cover corps operations for me. We plan to depart here at 1000 
a. m. local via CINCPAC aircraft for brief stop at CINCPAC and 
return to Washington by Friday. 

Best regards. 
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